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FROM THE EDITOR
A look back and a look toward the future
In July 1997 I assumed the position of Editor of Kidney “News in Aldosterone Action” appeared in April, guest
edited by Franc¸ois Verey and Nicolette Farman.International, the official journal of the International So-
ciety of Nephrology. Upon reflection, I am amazed how
fast the last 31⁄2 years have passed. In the July 1997 issue, THE REVIEW AND PUBLICATION PROCESS
I contributed an editorial in which I noted that the first
The time between the receipt of a manuscript and theissue of Kidney International was published in January
first decision is approximately 42 days (6 weeks). In the1972. During the tenure of the first Editor, Ike Robinson
last 5 years the acceptance rate has been in the range of(from 1972 to 1984), Kidney International evolved into
35 to 40% for original manuscripts. The time betweena first-class categorical journal. In an editorial published
acceptance of a manuscript and its publication is 4.5in June 1997, Dr. Tom Andreoli provided a summary of
months.activities that advanced the journal during his time as
Although the Editor and the Associate Editors stillEditor of Kidney International. He reported on pertinent
assume the greater share of the responsibility for finalinformation from July 1985 to December 1996. My re-
editorial decisions, a number of revised papers are beingmarks herein are limited to the growth of Kidney Interna-
returned to the original reviewers for their commentstional during the time from July 1, 1999, through June
and recommendations. This process, of course, adds30, 2000.
some delay to the final decision, yet ensures that the
revised manuscript meets the high standards required
MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION AND PUBLICATION for publication in Kidney International.
As I mentioned previously, the first issue of Kidney
International was published in January 1972. It filled 65 THE PUBLISHING CONTRACT
printed pages, including one page of announcements.
In August 2000 the International Society of Nephrol-The total number of manuscripts submitted to Kidney
ogy (ISN), represented by Thomas E. Andreoli, Presi-International in its first year of existence was slightly
dent, William E. Mitch, Treasurer, and myself as Editor,more than 200. By comparison, the total number of manu-
agreed to extend the contract for continued publicationscripts submitted to Kidney International from July 1,
of Kidney International with Blackwell Science Inc., rep-1999, to June 30, 2000, exceeded 1200, a sixfold increase.
resented by James A. Krosschell, Senior Vice-President,The total number of papers accepted and printed during
for the period January 1, 2001, to December 31, 2005.that same period exceeded 660, and more than 5000
The document of agreement states that the journal ispages were published. Table 1 lists the categories of
the property of the Society in whom all copyright shall
articles received and published (excluding Letters to the
rest. As in the past, we have agreed to publish twelve
Editor, Symposia, Abstracts, and Invited Contributions)
issues of the journal in 2001. The page charges for the
during that interval. The categories of the 1011 original
journal will increase to $65 US per page. The charges
papers received (excluding Perspectives in Renal Medi-
for printing color illustrations will remain the same,
cine, Perspectives in Basic Science, Nephrology Forum, $1,500 US per page, and must still be paid by the author.
Editorials, and Historical Archives) can be divided into All half-tone illustrations in excess of two in an article
basic research (57%) and clinical research (43%). The will be charged at the rate of $50 US per illustration. A
geographic distribution of manuscripts received during form detailing all of these charges will accompany the
this interval (July 1999 through June 2000) is included galley proofs sent to the corresponding author and must
in Table 2. be completed and returned with the proofs.
Two Symposia from Forefronts in Nephrology meet-
ings were also published in 2000. “Channelopathies” was
EDITORIAL STYLE CHANGES INpublished in March, guest edited by Alfred L. George,
KIDNEY INTERNATIONALSteve Hebert, William Guggino, and Bruce Staton, and
Some very specific changes in the editorial style of the
journal have been instituted with this first issue of volume
59. They are detailed in the updated “Instructions toÓ 2001 by the International Society of Nephrology
1
2Table 1. Articles received and published from July 1, 1999, through June 30, 2000 (Volumes 56 and 57)
Manuscripts Manuscripts Pages
Category received published published
Perspectives in Renal Medicine 16 11 145
Perspectives in Basic Science 12 11 155
Genetic Disorders-Development 47 35 318
Hormones-Cytokines-Signaling 109 83 852
Cell Biology-Immunology-Pathology 255 91 982
Ion Channels-Membrane Transport-Integrative Physiology 58 29 279
Vascular Biology-Hemodynamics-Hypertension 85 28 253
Clinical Nephrology-Epidemiology-Clinical Trials 188 62 510
Dialysis-Transplantation 245 86 707
Technical Notes 24 10 74
Historical Archives 4 5a 56
Editorials/Commentaries 26 26 73
Nephrology Forum 12 12 218
TOTAL 1081 489 4622
a Includes one Historical Archives manuscript submitted before July 1, 1999
Table 2. Geographic distribution of manuscripts from July 1, 1999, meetings in Toronto, I received a number of compli-
through June 30, 2000 (Volumes 56 and 57)a
ments from our ISN members about the ease of naviga-
Europe 465 (38.5%) tion on the web site (www.blackwell-synergy.com/Journals/
North America (Canada-USA) 440 (36.5%) issuelist.asp?journal5kid). To further broaden our baseAsia 232 (19.2%)
and become more user friendly, a brand new searchAustralia-New Zealand 45 (3.7%)
Latin America 24 (2.0%) engine recently has been installed that will facilitate more
Africa 1 (0.1%) complex search strings and allow users to refine their
TOTAL 1207 (100%) searches. Another new feature is the addition of Cross-
a This listing reflects only the country of the corresponding author. Many of Ref, an inter-publisher linking system developed bythe published manuscripts are collaborative efforts between investigators from
various countries Blackwell Science, Inc., in conjunction with most of the
other major scientific, technical, and medical publishers.
Readers can link directly to articles on other publisher
sites rather than having to rely on Medline or other
Authors.” Please take some time to review them care- intermediaries. More information about CrossRef can
fully. For example, the reference style has been changed be found at www.crossref.org. Last, but not least, we
from listing all authors in a citation to naming only the anticipate that more national renal societies will post
first three authors and adding et al. The only exception their abstracts on Kidney International Online in 2001.
is when there are only four authors, in which case all
four are cited. It is our hope that this shorter format will
CONCLUSIONbe less cumbersome for the reader and may reduce the
total number of pages in an article, thus slightly decreas- By its very nature, the publication of a monthly journal
ing the author’s publication costs. In addition, in an effort is not the work of one person. It is the end product of
to align Kidney International’s nomenclature with that the efforts of many—the associate editors, the staff in
of other top-ranked biomedical journals, the American the editorial offices in St. Louis, Dallas, Nashville, Paris,
Medical Association Manual of Style (9th Edition) is now Tokyo, and Amsterdam, the authors, the reviewers, and
being used as a standard resource for abbreviations and the publisher. I am grateful to them all and to the many
units of measure. loyal subscribers of our journal. I look back with pride
at how far we have come in our endeavor to add to the
literature, and I look forward to the future confident inKIDNEY INTERNATIONAL ONLINE
our ability to further advance the knowledge in the area
According to our publisher, Blackwell Science, Inc., of nephrology.
more articles are downloaded from Kidney International
than any other Blackwell Science or Munksgaard journal Saulo Klahr, M.D.
Editoroffered on the Synergy site. At the recent nephrology
